
  

Why study the ancient 

world at Xaverian? 

What is Classical Civilisation? 
 
Classical Civilisation focuses on the civilisations of Greece and 
Rome, and is a wide ranging subject involving the study of 
literature, material culture, ancient thought and ideas, and the 
ancient historical context.  

You don't need to know any languages, all the texts are in 
translation, and it doesn't matter if you haven't studied the 
Greeks and Romans since primary school; all you need is an 
interest in the ancient world and its cultures.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the place of men and women in the ancient world, to the 
study of religious beliefs and ancient acts of intolerance, Classical 
Civilisation involves interesting discussions that are directly 
relevant to today’s world. 
 

…the classical world grappled with exactly 

the same issues that we do… 

What is Ancient History? 
 
The distinctive and dynamic societies of Rome and Greece 
bequeathed an immense cultural and political legacy to the 
modern world: they gave us democracy, philosophy, law, 
monumental architecture, history, comedy and tragedy. But they 
also harnessed humanity’s darkest and most destructive 
impulses: violence and war. 

 

 

 

Ancient History enables students to gain a greater understanding 
of the ancient world and how its legacy affects today’s society 
through original sources. Again, no language is required. 
Although there is some overlap between the topics covered in 
Classical Civilisation, Ancient History focuses more on military, 
political and social history, as opposed to literature and art. 

…war was as natural to the ancients as 

rainfall… 

What do these 

people all have in 

common? 

They all studied the 

ancient world at 

university! 

Harkaram Ancient History → Medicine [Leeds] 
“Ancient history gave me an enjoyable break from 
science and offered something new and interesting!”  

Eliza Classical Civilisation → History [Bristol] 
“I loved every single lesson of Classics, never a dull 
moment and never felt such passion for a subject, it 
really helped me become more confident.” 



 
 

 

   

Studying Mediterranean antiquity superbly equips individuals to think socio-politically and to persuade other people orally, visually and in 

writing. It hones transferrable skills like source criticism and culturally relativist analysis. It's a perfect A Level to do with any other subject 

because the Greeks invented all academic disciplines including Medicine and Material Science. It gets school -leavers and graduates great 

jobs and gives them nourishing and beautiful brain-food for non-working hours for the rest of their lives.  

Edith Hall, Classics Professor at Kings College London 

…enlightened thinkers, bloody 
wars and incredible drama… 

… 

“… they grappled with exactly the same issues that we do: life, death, gods, sex, love, family, children, education, the nature of the world, our 

origins and development, the past, money, health, status, other cultures, friendship, power, patriotism, politics, law, crime, justice, empire, war.”  

Peter Jones, advisor to ‘Classics For All’ 

 

Where can it lead? 
If you are looking to apply to university, Classical 
subjects are extremely useful. You not only 
acquire specific knowledge, but also important 
transferable skills such as analysing sources and 
developing independent, critical and evaluative 
approaches. You learn to formulate and support 
an argument and develop a valuable 
understanding of cultures very different to your 
own.  

It can often lead to the university-level study of 
Classics, Drama, English, History, History of Art, 
Philosophy and Politics. It’s there on UCL’s list of 
preferred A Level subjects and Cambridge’s 
[Trinity College] list of Suitable Arts A Levels. 
Information from UCAS shows that students 
who studied Classical Civilisation went on to 
study in such diverse disciplines as Medicine, 
Veterinary Science and Chemistry!  

From the proven ability to write a well-
structured extended response to the 
acknowledgement of the views of others and a 
culturally sensitive approach to these, studying 
the ancient world puts students in an excellent 
position to seek employment and opportunities. 

Becky: Ancient History → History [Edinburgh]  
“You're not going to get a more interesting course… and 
although it is challenging, it opens you up to a world you 
would probably never explored otherwise!” 

“Not only did I broaden 
my outlook of the 
world…but it allowed 
me to view the world 
from the perspective of 
a culture that no longer 
exists - essential when 
it comes to studying 
history at university.” 

Aqilah: Classical Civilisation → Classics [Glasgow] “…the course 
is full of philosophy and it inspired me to take on philosophy 
modules during my first two years at university.” 

“In a way, Classics underpinned 
and formed the foundation of a 
large part of my undergrad degree, 
particularly the modules based on 
- but not limited to - literature…” 
 
Isabel: Classical Civilisation → 
English Literature [Birmingham] → 
Law conversion 


	…enlightened thinkers, bloody wars and incredible drama…

